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MARCUSE 0\ RAUi'CAL, S’F.RSrHCI , ? I.A 
by Herbert Ma r 
M BE RATI ON News c; ' rvi cc 

(Editor's note. The following is the complete 
text of o talk given by Herb rr Marcuse at the 
20th anniversary program af *n< '.'uard i ;in , as- 
taped by Radio Free loop!" a. i in‘-cj i bed by Lib 
eration News Service. Marcuse was mtorduced hy 
Bernadine Dohrn, Inter-organ z«:i;na1 Secretary 
of SDS, who called him, "a writer, philosopher, a 
man who The New York Times called’ the ideological 
leader of The New Left.’ ") 

I’m not responsible for what the New York 
Times calls me., I never claimed to be the ideo- 
logical leader of the left and I don’t think the 
left needs an ideological leader And there »s 
one thing the left does not need, and that's 
another father image, another daddy. And 1 
certainly don’t want to be one 

There’s one thing, I would like to resume what 
Carl [Oglesby] just said. We cannot wait and we 
shall not wait I certainly cannot wait. And not 
only because of my age. I don’t think we hare to 
wait* And even 1, 1 don’t have any choice. 

Because I literally couldn’t stand it any longer 
if nothing would change Even I am suffocating. 

I want to give you today as realistic a 
picture of the situation of the left as 1 can 
think of. This will require some theoretical re 
flection for which I do not really apologize, be 
cause if the left gets allergic against theoretical 
consideration, there ' z something wrong with the 
left, (Applause j 

Let me start b> pointing out the two contra 
dictions with which our movement and i say uiir-- 
is faced. On the one hand u- all feel, wc 
experience, we have it in err be net, that t hr;, 
society is getting increasingly repressive, 
destructive, of the Human and natural eaoahili 
ties to be free, to deform :,v. cue's own ] Lire , to 
shape one's own life without exploiting others. 

And we *- let. us net or.lv mean we here j n 
this room, it means all thos^ who are repressed, 
who are enslaved by chci 'otu, by t i . ' 
and still sc necessary porf o •mv -nee*- l.jt ay < 
required from them, by the morality* tha 1 ;s 
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required from them, all those who are exploited 
by the internal and external colonization policy 
of this country --- this large we, in bad need of 
change, but, on the other hand, I think we have 
to admit that in large part if not the majority 
of this population does not really feel, is not 
aware, is not politically conscious of this need 
for change. This presents, as I can see it, the 
first great pro! Lem for our strategy. 

The second great problem for our strategy -- 
we are constantly faced with the demands, ’’What 
is the alternative?” ’’What can you offer us 
that is better than what we have?” I do not 
believe that we can simply brush aside this question 
by saying, ’’What is necessary is to destroy; 
afterwards we will see what comes,” We cannot 
for one very simple reason. Because our goals, 
our values, our own and new morality, our own 
morality, must be visible already in our actions. 

The new human beings who we want to help to create 
- we must already strive to be these human beings 
right here and now. (Applause.) 

And that is why we cannot simply brush this 
question aside. We must be able to show, even 
in a very small way, the models of what may one 
day be a human being. But the alternative, precisely 
in these terms, 1 still believe the alternative is 
socialism But socialism neither of the Stalinist 
brand nor of the post -Stalinist brand, but that 
libertarian socialism which has always been the 
integral concept of socialism, but only too easily 
repressed and supressed. 

Now, if this is the alternative, how do we 
transmit it , because people will look ar 0 und and 
m] 1 say, ’’Show us, where is this kind of socialism/” 
We will say, it is perhaps, it is probably going to 
be built up m Cuba, It is perhaps being built 
up in China It is certainly fighting m Vietnam 
[against] the supermonster. But they will look 
around and say, “No, this isn’t socialism. Socialism, 
as we see it, socialism is what we have in the 
Soviet Union Socialism the invasion of Czecho- 
slovakia." Socialism, m other words, is a crime. 

And how can we meet tins contradiction? The 
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two cont iddiL tj.ons which i just outlined i think 
can be telescoped j.nto one Racu^ai change with 
our a mass base seems to be unimaginable But the 
obtaining of a mass base at least in this country 
and in the roreseeabie iutuxe seems to he 
equally unimaginable. What are vve going to do with 
this cont i adi c t ion . 

The answer seems to be .cry easy We ha., e 
to try to get thi; support. Wt ■ ha^e to try to get 
this mass base But here wt meet the iiirnti ot 
democratic persuasion with which we are confronted 
today. Why the limits: Because a ±aige perhaps 

a decisive part ot the majority a am t^y the 
working class is to a great extent integrated into 
the system, and on a rather sGiid mate: ui ba^is 
and not only superficially, It is ceitamiy 
not integrated icr e v er 

Nothing is forever iri history, 

And the contradictions of corporate ^apitali^m 
axe more serious than ever before But thus does 
not and cannot and should not foster the ruusion 
that such an integration temporary integration 
has indeed taken piace that van be loosened only 
if the contradictions within the system become 
mere aggravated, They do we have seen it during 
tha last years and it iS our task sin^e such 
a disintegration wiii never happen automatically 
it is our task to wvik on it. 

The second item why we cUc here laced with 
the limits of democratic persuasion is the mere 
fact that the lett has no adequate tc the 

media ot mass communication . 

Today public opinion is made by the media of 
mass communication.. 11 you cannot buy the equal 
and adequate time if you cannot buy the equai and 
adequate space how are you s^pp^-ea to •. hange pub 
lie opinion a puD*iv opinion made uns mono- 
polistic way . 

The consequence we are m tliii pseudo demo 
cracy faced wuth a majority which seems to be 
seif perpetuating which seems to reproduce ltseit 
as a conse r ca T i v e majority immune against idduai 
change Bu T the same circumstances that militate 
aga l ns t demo t r a 1 1 c persuasion d,s. militate against 
the development oi a revolutionary .tnttinied 
mass party a: cording to the traditional mode*. 

You cannot have such a party today nut oruy 



because the apparatus ot suppression is infinitely 
more effective and power tux than it ever was be- 
fore but even more and perhaps most so becaus^ 
centraii^atxon today does not seem to be the ade- 
quate way of working tor change and obtaining 
change. I will come back to ±t in a few moments. 

Here l want to add one more thing I said 
that the contr adic t ions of corporate capitalism 
today are as serious as ever beiore but we have 
iramed i.ate iy to add that today that the resources 
ot corportae capitalism are equally strong and 
they are da^iy strengthened by the cooperation 
or shall I say the coiiusion between the United 
States and the Soviet Union,, What we are faced 
with and i thmK this is one of the oid- 
tashioned terms we should save and recapture 
is a temporary stabilization of the capitalist 
system a temporary stabilization and any per- 
iod of temporary stabilization, the task of 
the left is a tasK of enlightenment a task of 
education the task of developing a political 
consciousness 

1 would like to discuss under three headings 
very brieriy the target of the strategy of the 
New Left, the methods and finally.. the organiza- 
tion of the New Lett, Lust as to the target 
we are faued with a novelty m history namely 
with the pruspe^t or with the need for radical 
change revolution in and against a highly deve- 
loped technically advanced industrial society 
which is at the same time a well functioning 
and cohesive society. This historical novelty 
demands a re examination or one of our most 
cherished concepts l can here of course only 
give you a kind of catalog of such re -examin- 
ation . 

First the notion or the seizure of power. 

Here the old modei wouldn't do any more. 

That for example m a country like the United 
States under the leadership of a centralized 
and authoritarian party, large masses concentrate 
on Washington occupy the Pentagon and set up a 
new government seems to be a slightly too 
unrealistic and utopian picture ^laughter). 

We will see that what we have to envisage 
is some kind ot ditruse and dispersed disinte- 
gration of the system m which interest 
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emphasis and activity shi it ea l i ... ... i *nd re 

gional areas. 

The second concept the*; Huuh .1 n. r e • c A<uii i Tied 
is the role of the working .-jia note . 

would like to say a few a c/d' i „ li the mos*. 

defamed notions today, A-mu f he .api v_ i iru. 

new working class. I Ku.-a *t\a' u ii r>. aid a g 
ainst it, and what ha.- Dttii - d » d <Je,ci . ji.' t i-t. it 
seems to me that the .cnitpi .. i :hc new working 
class simply comprehends and an T L^patts ten 
dencies that axe goiii^ on btij*e e»--. uwt l , .n 
the material process of product in . ap i tai , m 
namely that more and more high!; nuiiiad sal- 
aried employees, techr; L C i callr pv. .a. ols, cw » .. 
on, occupy a decisive posi( n/i in 'he mater*.-.,, 
process of production. And even in cxthc-doA. Ma*x- 
ian terms } just in this way bc-cume mo nib or a u i the 
industrial working ciass. What we sec, 1 - bi.,t 
to you,, is an extension of the potential mas.' 
base over and beyond the traditional induitr 
working class to the new working that to 

tend the range of the exploited. 

Now this extension wh±cn .ndnaico a ; s. ge 
but very diffuse and dispersed mass base, vhaa^o 
the relationship between what ax. may _aii i o a a ». n g 
minorities ox cadres c i the ait pj i * c 1 . ai iy 


militant and the mass. What we ^an envisage i. 
not ; as I said, this la rue wcM'v. iaa ana co- 
ordinated movement, but 1 uu and rsg.oiw po- 
litical action against sge^iii. ^.'^vance^ - 
riots, ghetto rebel liens ana : U n that is to 
say, certainly mass movements ^ but me. s» ii eve-tents 
which in large part are ..a„Ku',g - : .on. 

ness and which w.ii depend more than before on 
political guidance and doc M,n oy iruiumi: 
leading minorities. 

A few wo ido on t r*e i ( . j u u oi nc i \ a l ci . . 
To the degree t. wh.;h the v.:.'. -dov . r _ 
cess ; with the .et . i-.cnope > . i * jv w ..i. co v., 
mass media, creates a n d. «. .rn t ...nt i . 
the same society and o ia.g^., . dCf.-ht va-c .tv. 

to that degree mu.u. politico-! uiu.a'.i.a and 
preparation go beyond the </ , v«. .w* ; 

tic forms, PoiV.ivi: a f _ 1 

cation must go beyond tca-.n.* n„ n^ 4 -vs...a 0 
must go beyond discussion ?rid w. *i iho lvu 

must find the adequate nicaiis ui oivaK.ng (no con- 


formant and corrupted universe of political 
language and political behavior. The Left must 
’ i / to arouse the consciousness and conscience of 
the others, and breaking out of the language and 
behavior pattern of the corrupt political universe, 
a pat tern wh.ch is imposed on all political act- 
. -t j *s an airncsc super-human task and requires 
an almost super -human imagination, namely the 
etiort to find a language and to organize actions 
wh i L.h are not part and parcel of the familiar 
poi it xwdl behvior, can perhaps communicate that 
what is here at work are human beings with differ- 
ent needs and different goals which are not yet 
arm i hope never will be co-opted. 

in terms of the establishment and m terms 
u± the rationality of the establishment, such 
behavior would and must appear as foolish, childish 
and irrational, but that may very well be the 
token that here is the at tempt, and the at least 
temporarily successful attempt, to go beyond, to 
break out of the repressive universe of the 
established political behavior. 

Now, xasc. to the organization of the New 
Left. 1 di/tad y mentioned the obsolescence of 
traditional forms of organization, for example, 
a parliamentary party. No party whatsoever I can 
envisage today which would not within a very short 
t line rail victim to the general and totalitar- 
ian pc:iiu.ax corruption which characterizes the, 
political universe. No political party, but also 
no i evolutionary centralism and no underground -- 
because both are all to easy victims to the inten- 
sified and streamlined apparatus of repression. 

Ao against these rorms, what seems to be shaping 
ap is an entirely overt organization diffused, 
c. Amentia ted in small groups and around local 

it: ; smail groups which axe highly flex- 
. b - atic autonomous. 

I. want to add one thing here that may almost 
•cp'Oi£ is heretic no immature unification of 
strategy. The left is split! The Left has always 
o ^n spiic. Oniy the right, which has no ideas to 
r uc is united 1 (much laughter). 

New chw strength ot the New Left may well 
■SwiOc ift precise!/ these small contesting 
aud competing groups, active at many points at 
the same time, a kind of political guerrilla force 
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in peace or m so 'Called peace but and this is 
I think the most important point small groups 
concentrated on the level of local activities 
thereby foreshadowing what may m all likelihood 
be the basic organization of libertarian socialism 
nameiy councils of small manual and intellectual 
workers soviets if one can still use the term 
and does not think of what actually happened to 
the soviets ; some kind of what i would like to 
call and 1 mean it seriously organized spontan 
eity 

Let me say a few words on the alliance which 
i think should be discussed m the New Left, 

1 would suggest not an alliance even with the evil* 
as Lenin said because the Devn today has become 
much too strong. He will eat us up. No ai 
iiance with liberals: who have taken over the job 
or the un American Committee (applause^. Who 
have taken over the job of the un American Com 
mittee in denouncing the left doing the job the 
Committee has not yet done and i think 1 don't 
have to mention names* you know perfectly well. 

But instead alliance with ail those whether 
bourgeois or not who know that the enemy is on 
rhe right and who have demonstrated this know- 
ledge „ 

Let me come to the nummary of the perspec 
tives fox the New Left, 1 believe and this is 
not a confession of faith 1 think this is at 
xeast to a great extent based on what you may 
call an analysis of the facts, i beiieve that 
the New Left today is the only hope we have, 
its task to prepare itself and the others not 
to wait or to prepare today, yesterday and tomor- 
row m thought and in action morally and poiiti 
caliy for the time when the aggravating conflicts 
of corporate capitalism dissolve it^ repressive 
cohesion and open a space where the rear work for 
libertarian socialism can begin. The pro^pe^ts 
for the next year the prospects tor the New Left 
are good if the New Left can only sustain its 
present activity. There are always periods of 
regression,. No movement can progress at the 
same pace* sustaining our activity wouid already 
be a success,. 

And a word on a friend or enemy on the left.. 
Those who denounce especially the young or the 


New Left - those who fight for the great refu 
sa those who do not conform to the fetishism 
and the fetishist concepts of the Old Left and 
the Old Liberals those who denounce them as 
infantile radicals snobish intellectuals; and 
who in denouncing them invoke Lenin's famous 
pamphlet, I suggest to you that this is a 
historical forgery Lenin struck out against 
radicals who confronted a strong revolutionary 
mass party. Such a revolutionary mass party 
does not exist today. The Communist Party has 
become and is becoming a patty of order ; as it 
itseif called itseif, in other words the shoe 
is today on the other foot. In the absence of 
a revolutionary party, these alleged infantile 
radicals are 1 believe the weak and confused 
but true historical heirs of the great socialist 
tradition. 

You all know that their ranks are permeated 
with agents with foois. with lrresponsibles . 

But they also contain the human beings.- men and 
women black and white who are sufficiently 
free from the aggressive and repressive inhuman 
needs and aspirations of the exploitative society 
sufficiently free from them m order to be free 
for the work of preparing a society without ex 
ploitation, i would like to continue working 
together with them as long as 1 can, 

30 




GUARDIAN MEETING MIRRORS THE MOVEMENT 
INSANE INTOLERANCE OR SPIRITED SPONTANEITY? 
by Alien Young 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNSj it was probably the largest in- 
door gathering m the history of America's re- 
volutionary New Lett, which may heip explain 
some of the bizarre things that happened there. 
The occasion was the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of the Guardian an occasion which 
brought an overflow crowd to the 2.600 seat 
Fillmore East m New York City's Lower East 
Side on Dec. 3. 

It was certainly to the Guardian s credit 
that the audience m its majority consisted 
of young hip radicals. Some New Left activists 
came from Washington 0 o C. Chicago and more 
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distant places to attend the meeting with its siate 
or stars - Carl Oglesby Herbert Marcuse Rap 
Brown Pete Seeger and Bernardine Dohxn. 

The events of the evening which ended when 
Rap Brown walked off the stage were a reflection 
of the Guardian s history and readership. The 
paper was founded in 1948 by professional journal 
ists wympathet ic to the Communxst Party who rexi 
that the Daily Worker was m effect a hack pro- 
paganda sheet* The Nationa. Guardian as it was 
then known remained close to the Old Lett m 
style and politics but it was dedxcatea to aggies 
sive and informative journalism. 

About a year ago, new people most oi whom wouxd 
call themselves New Leftists gained control of 
the Guardian which rapidly moved m content and 
style toward a New Left perspective. While the 
Guardian iost some oiad readers and gained a iut 
of new ones most of the old readership stui sub- 
scribes , 

Some of the old readers were m the audience 
that night and somehow the organisers of the 
benefit program were trying to bridge :hat huge 
gap between the two generations of reader. It 
didn t work, 

Pete Seeger who started things oit re^gn^ed 
the uneasy feeling in the theater* v i don t know 
what to sing for this audience he Ma alx the 
Country Joe fans, who cheered lum icuaiy anyway* 

He recited the opening lines 01 ^o^danty forever 
the "The Internationale. saying that to sing 
them would be just so much camp., otverdi people 
yelled out "Sing them " but he cudn setixing on 
a Spenish Civil War song ana another rruic icvcfit 
composition* 

Carl Oglesby was the txrst speaker ana he was 
visibly freaked out at the very idea oi standing 
up at a mike and speaking into sc rriu~h daiKnt^o. 

By then many of the people ji the audience were just 
as uncomfortable about sitting j.n a otat taking a 
stage m order to get some poiuuai aducaticn* 

1 m not willing to say there s something in 
txinsicaily wrong with sitting in an auaitoiium to 
listen to speeches (though some wo~id condemn this 
on structural grounds; but this i:n t where the 
New Left is at. 

Oglesby, one of the movement s mest eloquent 
orators barely managed to deliver h.s speech. He 
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sa.d he had neon prepared to give a 
speech on Nixon arid the next four years, but felt 
inadequate to the occasion. He put down the 
u^er linear approach iu politics calling for 
the New Left to see itself as the revolution and 
not as a -an^uaid to make a revolution for some- 
one else 

"What about an the people outside who can't get 
m r M someone shouted from the audience* He went 
to the rront at the stage trying to hear what 
was said . He was mustered- unable to deal with 
the obvious contradictions between what he was 
saying and the lorm of the event* 

Things took an upswing when Herbert Marcuse 
came out* The author philosopher -theoretician 
praised the New Left damned the Oid^ and got a 
rousing ovatxon as he Called for continuing 
organxniig toward xGcal and regional political 
autonomy 

The Did Guardian carrie back on stage in the 
form ot a report by Bin Rose, the paper s acting 
general manager* Bui like most Guardian staf- 
fers is committed to New Left politics ; especial- 
ly TTura WoixQ rcvoiutxon but his speech re 
ixe^ted ui: tact that his Overwhelming office 
work prevents him tram having enough day-to-day 
contact Ai[h the movement "This meeting is 
char a. ce: ist i. oi the new Guardian in that it 
Diingi together speakers of different points of 
view wah vvHxch the Guardian does not necessarily 
agree.,,*'' ±i uni or tunateiy sounded like so 
much iibciai cxwix libertarian claptrap, and the 
audience xrspenaed with laughter and jeers* 

When cun. ad uynn the black civil rights 
ana aiatt resx stance lawyer came on to give a 
ion 6 icrttxu^s and oid fashioned pitch for 
money the dudien^e was annoyed and turned off* 
Rap Brown s bpeec capped it ail off* The 
reaction to it was a political reflection of 
where the movement is at. The audience was un 
reasonably intolerant ot anything that didn't 
seem to meet its standards ot revolutionary 
rhetoric oi groovy me style* On the other 
hand the spontaneous reaction showed a rejection 
ct the passive political role so often accepted 
by such audiences. Ihe white radicals would not 
accept a pat Qcwn from anyone, including a black 
brother . 
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So when Rap attacked Eldndge Cleaver by in 
nuendo and attacked his audience as pro Humphrey and 
reformism the audience yelled appropriate remarks 
back at him. Brown walked off the stage and the 
meeting ended prematurely 

Before speaking Brown demanded that the 
aisles be cleared.. When he ^ame out he ^aid 
"rou can hold your applause i reany don t need 
it man. You see 1 used to wonder what would 
make people iome out to a meeting like this i 
concluded that you come because there' s nothing on 
the TV tonight. That s the only reason you re 
here, v Cnes of Bullshit j That * ju^t what 
1 want to taik about, you see that mra/itne 
bourgeois cultural nationalism that white people 
have ” 

Later he criticized the Guardian for fostering 
the ''Idea of black leadership, ,v Without za.?Lng oO 
explicitly Brown made it c i6ai he was annoyed 
with the Guardian s extensive CGverage ot the 
Black Panthers and its leaders particularly El 
dridge Cleaver Brown said 

‘'When individuals begin to believe the things 
they read m the paper and they decide it s time 
to do then thing and that thing does not happen 
to be political then they go ahead and do then 
thing. When they think n s ne^e^aiy when the 
pressure gets too great upon them and they ^ee 
it s necessary for them to reave then they reave 
and the masses of peopie are sim here, and the 
masses ot people say wen another leader has 
gone. This is not revolutionary - .When yviu Dnome 
revoiutionar v when you become pv*Uuai then you 
put your xire on the line., if you don t btnc V e 
m the cause then don't me^s with it , , We ^n not 
have people talking about voiuntaniy m tAfic 
when the masses of people are s un watching 
There s no need to run, . because n i m Kiaed 
Somebody eise is gonna pick up the gun. 

Brown libera^ baited his audience "you were 
running scared, that ^ why you .oted for Humphrey.'* 
From all Over the auditorium ume mta of ''Who vot 
ed for Humphrey?" 

Then Rap went on to attack the audience tor 
being militants and not "r e«Oii*ticnar re* „ 

He said 

"Militants actively engaged in politicking for 


not only Humphrey but for McCarthy, you were 
talking about reform, we re talking about 
revolution and if you ^an t buy that ticket 
then you re not on cur side and I have no 
business down here talking to you., ’ 

Someone cued out "You don t have a corner on 
revolution " Rap p^ked up his notes and 
walked slowly off the otage Hanked by his 
bodyguards ana renewed by the other speakers, 
60 
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GARSON IN JAIL 

CHICAGO ' LNS j -- Marvin Garson, editor of the 
San Francisco Express Times is serving a 20-day 
]ail term m a Chicago prison on charges related 
to his participation m the demonstrations 
at the Democratic. National Convention in Chicago 
last August Garson is expected to be released 
just before Christmas 
-30- 

THE PEOPLE'S ALMANAC 


Dec, 12, i 8 7 0 : Joseph H. Rainey, first Negro 

member of the U S. House of Representatives, 
took his seat m Congress, as representative 
from South Carolina, 

Dec 15, 1^91: The Bill of Rights went into 

effect 

Dec 16, 1 7 7 3 : Boston citizens, in a mass 

M tea party,” destroyed tea on board three 
ships in Boston Harbor, shipped by England 
to enforce the principle of colonial taxation 
[We don’t know if any of the Bostonians were 
charged with criminal trespass] 

Dec. I 7 , 1951: A delegation headed by Paul 

Robeson and William L Patterson presented to 
the United Nations a petition charging the US, 
government with a policy of genocide against 
the American Negro people 

Dec 19, 1932: Sheriffs and deputies, under 

the urgmgs of landlords, attacked Clifford James, 
a black farmer of Reel town, Alabama, in an 
effort to seize James’ livestock in lieu of 
mortgage payments The raid resulted in the 
death of James and three others, 

Dec 21, 1620. Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, 

Mass , having earlier drawn up on board ship 
the Mayflower Compact in which they agreed 
to set up ’a civill body politick” to enact 
laws and elect officials [Was that an 
affinity group 0 ] 
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[Note to editors: The following open letter by 

Karen Wald is largely in response to Julius 
Lester’s column, which appeared m LNS #120, 

Nov 21, 1968 We suggest that you publish 
Karen’s letter only if you published Lester’s 
column ] 

AN OPEN LETTER TO JULlUS LESTER 

By Karen Wald 
LIBERATION News Service 

Dear Julius, 

Although our actual contact has been infre- 
quent, 1 have felt very close to you since we 
first met, and our shared experiences, including 
writing for the same papers, added to this But 
m recent months your columns have puzzled and 
confused me- I don’t know you any more; 1 don’t 
know where you’re at; I can’t imagine why you are 
saying (writing) the things you are . 

In a recent column m the Guardian, you 
attack your former brother-in-arms Carmichael; 
you attack Eldndge Cleaver; you attack the Black 
Panther Party Criticism is essential to the 
health of any revolutionary movement or organiza- 
tion, if it is valid criticism But it surpasses 
comprehension to understand why, instead of meeting 
and talking with these brothers, you ha.e chosen 
to use the media for the purpose of condemning 
them for inappropriate use of the media 

Some of your points surprise me you accuse 
Carmichael of sometimes seeming to say "whatever 
was necessary to get the desired response, instead 
of saying what was necessary to bu.id revolution- 
ary consciousness " Are you saying that the 
response he was seeking was counter to building 
revolutionary consciousness ? A sc, whv didn’t 
you speak out and stop him * h en 7 Why no* , when 
m your next paragraph you say he has ceased to 
perform this function? 

Your accusations against Carmichael, m fat, 
seem to be only for the purpose cf ntroducmg 
your criticism of the Black Panther Party and one 
of its most articulate spokesmen, Eldndge 
Cleaver Aside from the incredibly impolitic 
timing of your attack -- just when the total 
forces of the state are gathering to put him back 
behind bars -- the level of your entienm j c . 
hardly that of a revolutionary and ^n intellectual 

LIBERATION News Service (#125; 


Do you really believe that Cleaver’s 
influence m the black and radical white 
communities m the US. and abroad comes solely 
from his status as an "ex-convict rapist 
revolutionary' 7 Julius, that’s THEIR game 
It hurts to see you playing it Cleaver has 
reached thousands of people -- and is desperately 
sought for annihilation by the Establishment -- 
because he has something to say He has something 
to say to black people, and to revolutionary white 
people. Jle is valuable not because of his gory 
past, but because cf his articulate espousal of 
the goals and program of the Black Panther Party. 

And just as it is net Cleaver’s jailbird 
past that signals his importance, neither is it 
the black jackets and berets of the Black 
Panther Party that makes them a vital organization 
today. It is the piatform and program of the 
Black Panther Party which Huey Newton and Bobby 
Seale drew up nearly three years ago, and with 
which the Panthers have been organizing and 
educating the brack community. 

The B? ack Panther Party has built and organ- 
ized in many ways, some tried and tested before 
among radica. blacks, some revolutionary innova- 
tions Yes, they taught the black man to arm 
himself for self-defense Is that so startling 
a concept 7 ; s r ebu: Idmg black dignity and self- 
respect new 7 $ it inappropriate to teach the 
black man to stand up against the brute power of 
those who would colonize him only because they 
have the power 0 Is de-sanct lfying the image of 
the policeman, the local and national administrator 
by calling him "pig" unhealthy 9 If you rea ly 
believe it is only rhetoric to use words, why is 
it you, Julius, are carrying out your part in 
the revolution through the use of the written 
word 7 Isn't it because you think the written 
or spoken word has value, can change people, 
can move them to action 7 Are your words revo- 
lutionary, and Eldndge Cleaver’s "just for 
entertainment 71 

You use the example of the Vietnamese not 
’announcing" Dien Bien Phu m condemning the 
Black Panther Party for announcing to the world 
-heir intent to Free H uey. Aside from the fact 
Dec 12, i 96S 
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For Cleaver was the first to create 


that I never saw the Pan* hers lav down the blue- 
print of their battle pian m fron* of the enemy 
(and yes, the Vietnamese DID tell the French that 
they intended to drive them out of their country;, 
your example is particularly inappropriate For 
the Vietnamese more than any other peopie have 
taught us the valuable strategy of fighting the 
battle on many fronts Y cu say ’’the Vietnamese 
didn't even bother speaking to the French" befc v e 
they defeated them at Dien Bien Pin, Bur they 
would have if it had seemed wise tacticaj. iy, just 
as they are speaking to the American government 
now The Vietnamese fight on the mi. . .tary front, 
the political front, and the diplomatic front 
simultaneously It is the key ts *he^r ability 
to endure and the reason why they win win 

And the Black Panther Party is doing just 
that. Yes, the Media taiks about their guns and 
jackets But why are you so preoccupied with 
those 7 Guns aren’t strange -o the ghetto What 
ib fer mere interesting about the Biack Panther 
Party is their door-to-door approach to ghetto 
residents Their political campaigns for local 
office Their petitions for police control boards 
and re-structuring of the police departments 
Their community meetings Their political educa- 
tion classes 

Before the Black Panthers marched on Sacra- 
mento, they fought for, and obtained a street 
light at a dangerous intersection near a ghetto 
school- Before he was imprisoned, Huey taught 
ghetto youngsters everything from math to black 
history after school Do you think ghetto resi- 
dents aren’t aware of what the B.a k Panther 
Party is doing for them? Do you think it's just 
the guns and na.kets that are causing Brack 
Panther chapters tc sp/mg up ad. over the coun- 
try 7 Was it Huey Newton’s b- a~k beret that made 
people -- and continues to make peopie -- willing 
to lay down their ives fc r him 7 

Before the Black Panther Pa/ty mme aiong, 
SNCC and ether militant b. a./k e gar ,^t ions we>:e 
doing valuable work in organizing the b.ack 
community But it was Eldridgc C. caver's eloquent 
expression of the principles of Huey Newton and 
the Black Panther n i't\ that raised the level of 


struggle 

a meaningful working alliance between revolu- 
tionaries -- black, brown and white The Black 
Panther Pa r ty -- sure of itself, of its strength, 
oi its goals, cf :*s program and of its independence 
-- was not afra d to *ell whites, not only you 
CAN be revolutionaries, we EXPEC T you to be 
revolutionaries OUR job is to liberate the colony. 
YOUR job is to create revolution in the mother 
country. If we both do our jobs effectively, we 
will, be working side by side Stokely took the 
first vital step when he told whites, "Your job 
is to eliminate racism where it exists -- in the 
white community." The Black Panther Party took it 
one immeasurable step further in saying, "Racism 
is only the beginning. Your job is to eliminate 
capitalism and imperialism And that will become 
our job, toe, because none of us can survive unless 
we eliminate all three." 

Julius, I canno* believe that you have really 
attempted to know and understand the phenomena that 
is the Black Panther Party, or the men -- Newton, 
Cleaver, Seale, Carmichael -- who are its best- 
known spokesmen If you had, you would not be 
attacking them m the manner you are Sometimes 
the enemy doesn't have tc sneak m from the rear 
--he comes out of our own mouths We should 
watch for him 

We ha* r e known and loved you as a brother, 
Julius, and have missed you out here on the West 
Coast We’ve often invited you to come out for a 
visit Several rimes you've promised, but you 
never came Why don't you take a trip out here 
now, Julius You might learn a great deal about 
rhe men and the Party you are so mistakenly 
s lander mg 

-30- 

IN MEMO R I AM: JOHN BROWN 

On Dec 2, 1859, John Brown was executed 
at Charles Town, Va , for leading the attack 
cn Harper's Ferry Arsenal In his final speech 

to the court. Brown said: 

"If it is deemed necessary that I should forfeit 
my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, 
and mingle my blood further with the blood of 
millions m this slave country whose rights are dis- 
xegarded by wicked, cmel and unjust enactments, I 
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THE PRESENT SITUATION 0 F THE MEXICAN 
STUDENT MOVEMENT 

BY Julian Meza 
LIBERATION News Service 
MEXICO CITY (LNSJ - -With the conclusion of 
the Olympics, the Mexican press harped again on 
the question: classes or no classes And the 
National Strike Council, forgotten during the 
days devoted to sports, was again foremost in 
the minds of the editors of the principal Mex- 
ican dailies. 

The National Strike Council and the stu- 
dent movement connected with it were the object 
of one of the fiercest attacks carried out by 
the press in recent years According to the 
regime, the end of the student strike could no 
longer be contingent upon the three previous 
points of petition: the final and total ces- 

sation of repression, the end of the political- 
military occupation of educational centers, 
and immediate liberty for those who had been 
arrested; now the same limitless "national in- 
terest" which perpetrated the slaughter at 
Tlateloico on Oct 2 wanted a return to normalcy. 

The powerful voice of the Mexican oligar- 
chy was calling, against everyone's will: "Let's 

go to classes' Let's study'" 

And the National Strike Council, which af- 
ter the massacre of Oct 2, waited at least 
eight days before issuing a denounciat ion of 
the atrocities (giving enough time to the organs 
of power to enable them to justify the repres- 
sion;, now, just as then, fell into the trap set 
by the government: all the members of the Strike 
Council deliberated, without e> e.r reaching a 
definite conclusion , --it was just so mu h ta k 
on the advantages or disadvantages, the possi- 
bility or impossibility, the reasonableness or 
unreasonableness of returning to classes 

Entangled in an absurd and stupid debate, 
they lost all possibility of taking the <n.t\a- 
tive developed spontaneously until before the 
massacre at Tlateloico The members of The 
National Strike Council let themselves be crushed 
by the campaign unleashed by the press and still 
have launched no more offensives Even worse, 


there were apologies for the lost time and the 
promise to return to classes, given by a minor- 
ity faction Twhich included only the student 
rcpresentati-cs of the National University) 
to the representatives of the President of the 
Republic, since, in their judgement, the strike 
had lost all its strength and effectiveness 

Never the less, the student bases have 
still not fo<go T ten their comrades who have 
been killed, wounded or imprisoned And, sim- 
ply, stubbornly they vote m their assemblies, 
despite the opposition of some of their lead- 
ers, that it \s is impossible to return to class 
These events have caused a fundamental, 
primary opposition between the representatives 
and the represented that, in some cases, m 
the face of the leaders' proposal to return to 
class, became a violent and furious opposition 
For now, the country reverts to its 
traditional status, which seemingly, has not 
changed at all All signs seem to indicate the 
end of the movement The student forces, weak 
and disorgani zed, lost m oratorical skirm- 
ishes, seem to be puled to + he position of the 
National Strike Council: the return to classes 
Only something unexpected and genuinely 
spontaneous can ha^ r the iistJissness which 
dominates the movement now And this is not 
sc surprising, if it , s remembered that this 
movement has not been subject tc leaders, but 
has been led from its beginning by the force 
of spontaneous demonstrations against the es- 
tablished social system. The young people, the 
really young ones, those between 15 and 20 
years old, do not want to return to classes: 
they have no interest m studying, they do 
not feel m the least the necessity to re- 
integrate themselves into a rhythm of ate 
which clearly lead 1 !* to the opposite of life 
These young people ha. e moved beyond mere ex- 
istence to o unique liveliness of their own 
But their situation is grim. They are isola- 
ted, alone, and split into little groups incap- 
able of combatting the enemy, who is cleverer, 
stronger and better organized and who knows 

But the enemy is not invincible 
more-more-mpxlurychs 1 


what he want's 
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"I’m going to find a job/' he declared 


because m demonstrating that lie has no weapon 
but force and repressive violence, he has taught 
us that there is no way to zppose him but through 
intelligent, massive organized revolutionary 
violence 
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stalied jn Winter 

by Paul Samberg 
LIBERATION News Service 
A hip who couldn’t see past his moustache 
stood on a windy street corner 

"No pigs in sight," he whispered to the 
street cat at his side 

"Groovy," said the street cat "Let’s 
make it " 

Hair blowing, they set cut across the street 
On the other side, the hip handed the cat 
$10 The cat piaced a lid in the hip's hand 
The cat pulled a badge and busted the hip for 
possession 

The unhappy hip spent the night m jail 
When he got out on bail he told his friends, 

"be careful, agents are around " 

Sitting in a coffee shop he told the chick 
across the tabie, "my vision has sharpened" 

"You do ha-e nice eyes, "she said 
He paid fo. v her coffee ^nd took her home 
to his apartment 

He lit the candies, relied the joints, 
turned on the record player 

They smoked, laughed, undressed, fell into 
bed and fucked 

Sunlight woke her She got out of bed and 
walked into the kitchen Sipping coffee at 
the table the hip said, "The re oiution x$ 
around the next corner " 

"Really?" she said "What will .t be like 7 " 
The hip smiled* lit a cigarette, inhaled, 
blew out smoke; ”:t'l-. be a gas." he said 

They both hoped it would be better than 
last night They kept quiet about that 

It was getting cold m the city. Repres- 
sion and winter were setting m The heat in 
the apartment went off toe early. He sat up in 
bed, arms crossed, leaning against the wail 

A Dylan dirge was playing. 
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"You’ve got one," she said. 

"No. I'm gonna find a full-time job," he 
said "The pop culture industry is open and 
lucrative And I can exert more influence through 
the media . " 

"Umm," she slowly smiled and bit her low- 
er lip. 

He didn’t mind his job He felt good 
getting up early to the clock radio, dressing 
m clean clothes and going off to work. The 
job wasn’t what he'd expected but the conver- 
sation was witty and the lunch break was long 

He read the underground press; laughed 
at the cartoons and satire and became bitter 
over the reports of repression. 

He accumulated possessions and went to 
mod parties convinced that as soon as the rev- 
olution started he'd join it. 

He avoided his old friends 

And while this new generation of bourg- 
eois hip-ocntes was growing up, the desperate 
radicals were frowning in a corner . 

"We made a mistake. We created the myth 
of the hip revolution, and we believed it 
We should have criticized our culture, recog- 
nized the cow eyes of rich hippies, the broken 
eyes of street vagabonds " 

"No. The conditions aren't right yet 
We’ve got to keep pushing. Expose the mean- 
inglessness of work m this society, the co- 
option and the misery of life " 

"Our lives are pretty fucked up too." 

"Yeah, well, struggling m the bowels of 
a monster doesn’t make you beautiful But 
you’ve got to do it And the Empire’s falling 
fast. This repression is a sign of weakness; 
the frantic gesture of dying old men . " 

"When's your trial 7 " 

"In two weeks. Uh, what time is it 7 Got 
to get back to the Chase Manhattan leaflet I’m 
getting tired 


The guy who sold this time for money, e- 
masculated his integrity for security, didn’t 
want to do it The guy who buried his enjoyment 
25] Dec 12. 1968 mor emor emoremore . . 


m movement dedication didn't want to do it 
We're prisoners in our own character armor, m 
Amerikan society. For years now we've been 
enthusiastically caught in the events we created. 
Drugs, rock groups, political confrontations; 
scene followed scene- Drugs pass through the 
Mafia's hands, Janis Joplin is too Starry to 
talk to the underground press The rapid pro- 
gress of the political movement has charged up to 
Their Guns. We're staring into the barrels; 
talking tough, unwilling to back down, our hos- 
tility turning inward: We're stalled in winter 

* * * 

A surrealist street anarchist is tripping 
through the city. He laughs hysterically at a 
crowd of people sleep-walking to work. He 
glances through a store window at a clock: he's 
another captive in Amerikan Time. He hallucinates 
all the clocks in America linked to the Clock m 
Washington- Smash that Clock. Free Time -- is 
impossible in repressed space. He escapes down 
a subway. A cold desperate lump rises m his 
chest- The train is crowded- It rattles across 
the future. He climbs upstairs to street level 
on the Lower East Side. He sees a graveyard: 
the dead lean mumbling against a wall and a 
pale young skeleton stares up at him from her 
shivering stoop. 

"You got a dime?" she asks 

"Hit a tourist," he answers. 

He walks away and locks himself m his 
apartment, He cranks the mimeograph machine. 

His finger tips are smears of ink. 

The leaflet: a drawing of New York City m 

flames . 

Starlight. He's on the street pasting his 
leaflet on a wall. He hears a siren. He begins 
walking- Prowl cars turn every corner of the 
night 

* *• * 

"Oh, Mama, can this really be the end?" 

Recognition of the situation is a first 
step toward changing it Why haven't you ful- 
filled your desire? Internal blocks -- external 
obstacles. Trace the connections and a personal 
picture of repressive Amerika emerges Like I 


was feeling a little lonely m the city. I 
wanted to talk to the people in the street I 
resolved to do it. A young guy was walking down 
the sidewalk toward me. I couldn't say a word. 

We passed each other. The sidewalk is for travel- 
ing from one place to another I was too shy. 

It's the Authority syndrome. 

Whether you work at a straight job, go to 
school, work in the movement: Authority is m 

you and around you. The movement: "We've got 

no leaders" is a shuck. Strike Committees call 
the shots. Individuals follow, then tell their 
opinions to friends Groups of friends rarely 
launch a project that begins to liberate them. 

Our generation is moving in a reformist 
direction; we lack a myth of the process of Total 
Revolution... And the market place turned into 
a fair. People took what they wanted, threw off 
their clothes, devoured meat on the spot. 

All day the townspeople discussed themselves, 
munched fruit, planned new roads, invented new 
songs. And at night, by firelight they indulged 
in orgies. 

That's a mistake. The myth of revolution 
must be open ended. Any verbal Utopia created 
by a fragmented person m this repressive society, 
would be an obstacle m the way of our future. 

The myth is our Desire, Discover your real 
desires- Try to satisfy them The points of 
conflict will be the battlefronts of the 
revolution , 
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CRISIS AT THE COMMON GROUND 

By Wolfe Lowenthal 
LIBERATION News Service / RAT 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Down there on 6th street 
between 1st and 2nd is the Common Ground Coffe 
Shop. It's a month old except that it's gone 
through a series of changes which makes it feel 
like it's been aiound longer. 

Originally, the folk who set it up had a 
"movement center' in mind. A "movement center" 
is a fantasy which never even happened in Chicago 
during the Democratic Convention, when it was 
said to have sprouted A movement center is 
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k of interest m the commercial 


is supposed to be a p.ace die'-, ino onion ' a ri. :st.s 
and ideologues meet to exchange ideas and plan 
actions Th r ow m some mopen^nc l t'ec , an 
occasional free dinner some mu?. and 
theater -- you enrich ycui m;nd budv and spirit 
and that’s a mo ement eerier opt that , r 

also has t : ex:, sr j n some p: : . , 

The Coffee Shop f ■ k h x e at their oct 
Ellen Maas lew . f L-be' T \ H . u - 1 Hie ristu r 
Brown and a tight gang H Refugee- t : „ in Re-ru ca- 
tion City The second part of the Common Ground 
foundation is Up Against the Wa.x, Mcthe-fu kers 
The Motherfuckers see the p a.e m ar it. .e r n 
the sea of the sr-eet , where the swift *.u* r ents 
of street people axe brief. «.y quieten* fc meet- 
ing and plannings before they rush back out i n r o 
the turmcii of the Lower East Side Their in- 
ception has as . r s magic - qua .tv emana r mg from 
the coffee shop wai,s that lets the street peep e 
get themselves together -- the need for liberated 
spate and the protein nature o f tha r space 

But the last part of the pie a'e the people 
who actual. > ha ; e made the Ccmmon Ground the!: 
place At its beginning r he pat. .ns the 
coffee shop were 5D3, Newsree^., '-pp;e a r - > sts 
-- the "mo emen r center 11 beg-n . be aa,: r ) 


Then the xO- 

cent ccffee 

, the f-ee : 

-up a 

no 


permiss i e a 

tt etude r > 

r. d ' U S t : 6 r 1 

an' 

4.n 

cut 

of the ccld 

began t: d r . 

aw r h c-. v :■ n . c 

m :) 

’ lie 

p 

young dropco 

r s Some . 

t the : f ee 

.-hop 

ad 

. i se 

thought that 

it was in 

the nat'j"- 

r r he 

hi 

gh 


faiutm’ meditation and debate :f a me ement 
center to uplift the sc \ a - l urn n t c Hi c : c - 1 m 

of the dedi rated pm e T d *:at * Cep T * • . . .d Wno 

Tex cr Bu T ch h j e r dc * - b:eath< .,-n one • r he 

New Left and i T qui e : - . ke T r ou bed . -Rake.* 

And the di opouts a e p .. . t . ,r,d , \ . n * e r c s t ed n 

getting a piaoe to o ; : h, uru ~ mg . ^ ..hinge 
They could ..me it-;S about Hi: Rc emotion T hev 
also have a lot m . m* - f v . ng ;u we • t h u. \’e « 

Lefties As long a- Hie> ’ •*» av-y from Long 

Island, they’ »e down to: bac -me. 1 r , noi.-e and 
an occasional drunk up in r h; r t ^ e 

So a <■ U:S une hie been 't ,r -.p 0 g n,i. , 

half r he area, sc pa a ted b> •: ,r . «■ * ' • bt. 

used fo r a Liberty li.urc > f . c ! h*e e • , --w 
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enterprise led to a derision r o close down the 
store Sc Him half -- the store space and an 
f.a'fice ill Hie back -- has come to be the hangout 
fc- th c poll tiros, t ]i e projected movement center, 
maintained by one or two of the hard-nosed re- 
fugees of Resurrection City, guarding tae 
door like Cerebus "Taking care of business" 
is the pass to entry. 

Gucn the newness of the Common Ground, 
business has been pretty good First of all, the 
street pat>ol pc/mte c out of the place The 
idea came out . f collective experience and has 
been nurtured by the Motherfuckers Besides 
the five-man two-hour patrols, on occasion the 
entire coffee shop has fallen out m response to 
a crisis on the street The sense of the 
individual’s responsibility to help defend his 
community against Hie Man’s harassment is 
permanent and .n-acuab.e, no matter what the 
fate of the patrex is to be For that matter, 
r he pat'CJ shows a surpr sing vitality considering 
how basically .mpo r en f it is stacked up against 
the po x :e 

The second aiue of the Common Ground is 
Hie wav it's att v a^ted a la^ge group of street 
kids who ba..e a 1 but made the place self- 
sustatru.ng and self -operating Taking charge 
f the kitchen, cooking, serving and cleaning; 
picking up rhe f>ee food; doing posters and 
miroecg v aph ing , " hey ’ ve 1 ent a spirit to the joint 
that a. .. a*: it to transcent itself 

"We give *yu.r new members a gun and a book, 
but Hiev don't get the gun until they read the 
be ok," sc. Hie toes* Coast Panthers. The Common 
G-cundeis ha e been studying on this lesson 
the street mi r u is but scratching the sur- 
face cf the kind of together and aggressive folk 
to come. The Common Ground has set up a book 
s r ore and me a for seminars and classes to help 
Hie process The book store functions this 
way: f you ha' e a book, trade it for the one 

ou ’ : e taking The basic stock was provided 
b- a tip that Groce Prc^s was burning cases of 
hacks down at Hie r warehouse, so the Ccmmon 
Ground gc r c.>ses of bocks, an excellent selection. 

1 h c c: a ?se- ire being set up Presently, they 
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axe long on theorists but short on people who ha e 
relevant mechanical, electrical and chemical skills 
to pass along 

Still the Common Ground is entering a crisis 
period The voice of temptation speaks to the 
coffee shop establishment: "you ha -e some heavy 

friends, SNCC, SDS, etc , but they won't come m 
here Don’t you want t lie Common Ground to be the 
kind of place where you and your friends can relax 
out front instead of hiding here in the back 0 ” But 
the V0i.ce of temptation doesn’t go into detail as 
to how no change the tone of the place so the social 
scum will split and the "heavies" return It 
doesn’t say that either you price out the dropouts 
and wines ox you muscle them out (.One re .ommen- 
dation: "Cut the free soup which attracts the 
bums ' j At present the coffee shop establishment 
is wedded to the illusory concept that a certain 
serious tone -- emanating from the book store and 
rap sessions on the other side, plus the presence 
of "heavies" -- will dry out the winos and dri-, e 
out noisy, disruptive freaks and uplift r he rest 
of the crowd In fact there’s an overriding 
pnssiness and c^ass snobbery on the part of 
the "heavies" against the young freaks The 
voice of temptation says, "Get rid of a couple of 
drunks, three or four bad ass street k:ds and one 
or two people who sleep at their table, and the 
rest of them will shape up." 

In fact, there is little understanding be- 
tween street kids and politicos* If has helped r c 
create an animal antipathy on the part of one 
toward the other -- sight, smell and sound are 
offensive One vers: on of the politicos produce 
a bi-weekly feast or free nigh" and then return to 
their tight relaxed grouping, persuading them- 
selves that they are getting the street together 
But the street seems to remain .freaky, 
apolitical, sharks and little fish Another 
version cf the politicos, epitomized by the 
coffee shop establishment, take the general 
movement vibrations, combine it with th e 
sympathy accruing to a place set up to ser ice 
the poverty of the street, then cut ou r the 
street people, lea/ing the resources and tree 
labor of the service organization to be used in 


the interests of a mod, movement den 

There are no simple, handy solutions to 
the problem. That elitist, New LeUy hangouts 
are valueless is as obvious as that free-flowing, 
y ' al 1 -come- m- and- do-your- thing places don’t 
work. Perhaps the best thing about the joint 
is how readily apparent it is that dogmatists are 
full of shit and the solutions come with involve- 
ment on a point by point, problem by problem level 
And maybe the other good thing is that most of the 
folk working in and around the Common Ground are 
aware of the hangup, even dig that the coffee 
shop is both a macrocosm of class snobbery that 
each person feels and a microcosm of the problem 
that the Left has m building a broad-based 
movement 

-30- 

QUOTATIONS FOR OUR TIMES 

"These are the times that try men’s souls 
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, 
m this crisis, shrink from the service of their 
country; but he that stands it now, deserves the 
love and thanks of man and woman " 

-- Opening lines of the first 
"Crisis" paper, by Tom Paine, written on 
a drumhead by campfire while Paine was 
with General Washington’s forces, first 
published Dec 23, 1776. 

"The history of American independence is 
the history of America' 1 - riflemen It is only 
natural, then, that every young American 
should want to try his hand with the weapon 
which has had so much to do with the development 
of this country . " 

-- From the Junior Rifle Handbook, 
published by the National Rifle Association, 
25 cents from the NRA, 1600 Rhode Island 
Avenue NW, Washington DC. 
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FROM SAN FRANCISCO STATE: 


COLLEGE AS CONCENTRATION CAMP; 

HA YAK AW A AS EICHMANN 

By Todd Gitlm 
LIBERATION News Service 

i.Editor's note: The student strike at San Fran- 
cisco State College probably belongs with Colum- 
bia, Chicago and the New York City school conflict 
as ;968’$ foremost examples of the contradictions 
and crisis of American society. The student 
smuggle against a fascist administration gains 
momentum and is described in Todd Gitim’s story 
below Meanwhile, there is a growing ) ike hood 
that striking teachers would soon join with the 
students, and there was a possibility that the 
combination of student-teacher action will ha e 
a domino effect on the entire state college sys- 
tem in California The left-militant caucus of 
the American Federation of Teachers, about fifty 
teachers, has already thrown up a picket line, 
and the rest of the union is expected to join the 
strike soon This may be the catalyst for other 
locals on the campus to take action, with or 
without official sanction from citywide labor 
chieftains , 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNSj--i suggested a couple 
cf weeks ago that the State College Trustees might 
be thinking of Curtis LeMay as a new President for 
San Francisco State I wasn’t far wrong 

SI Hayakawa is LeMay with a flair, a 
fascist .1 use the word advisedly.,. with flowers, 
a self-proclaimed ’’liberal Demccrat” whose pol- 
itics of Happiness finally rest, like those of 
Hubert Humphrey, on a politics cf Order He s 
Mayor Dai.ey with the gift of gab And he i • the 
endpoint of a logic that began with the jelly- 
fish liberalism of a John Summer ski ' j. year's 

president! and was exhausted in the bumbling des- 
peration of Robert Smith who recently qu>t as 
president,' Their tactics of pacification ran 
afoui of the reactionary State, which would hear 
nothing of insurgent demands, and the lmpacabie 
students, who would hear nothing of business as 
usual Torn apart by the irresistible conflict, 
the ordinary mechanisms of conflict resslu T ion 


'committees, time-biding, half-measures, assur- 
ances, bread and cixcusesj crumbled into hist- 
ory, and Hayakawa, the Happy Reaper, was draft- 
ed to fan the whirlwind. 

The Trustees gave thanks they had finally 
found a man cut to their own measure. (No ques- 
tion of who was cutting: even Hayakawa ’s press 
conference was called by the Chancellor’s office. j 
Hayakawa ticked off his new no-nonsense policy: 
cops ready at all times, rapid suspensions for 
offensive students, no rallies or sound equip- 
ment without his express permission He exten- 
ded official sanction to the previously leader- 
less Committee for an Academic Environment (CAE), 
announcing that they would distribute blue arm- 
bands to the ’’silent majority” of students ’’sym- 
pathetic” to the Black Student Union (BSU) and 
Third World Liberation Front (TWLFJ demands bqt 
committed first and foremost to their own 
’’education - ” 

He fired off a letter to Economics Prof- 
essor William Stanton, who has been in the fore- 
front of the faculty strike, informing him he 
would not get tenure. Stanton had previously 
been voted tenure by his department's Hiring- 
Retention-Tenure committee, and although the 
President's approval is formally necessary, it 
is almost always pro forma except m the cases 
such gentlemen l,.ke to call "controversial . ” 

On Monday morning, Dec. 2, at 7 :30 a 
sound-truck just off campus blared the message 
that the strike goes on Around eight, Haya- 
kawa stalked up, leaped onto the truck, and > 
before the amazed gawks of the strikers gath- 
ered m front, plucked wildly at the wires to 
the loud-speakers incredible but we have 
learned to expect anything Once over the init- 
ial shock, students tried to boo him down He 
grabbed one male (who threatens to file a com- 
plaint), and, according to an eyewitness, goosed 
one female. He started passing out blue arm- 
bands, nobody bought To students he ranted, "Get 
cff tins campus; you're suspended” English 
professor Kay Boyle, m the crowd, yelled, "Eich^ 
mann , Hayakawa!” to which the good gentleman re- 
plied, 'Kay Boyle, you're fired ” Finally, he 
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threw down his armbands m a huff and leaped away 
like Rumpeistiisken, hoping perhaps to split the 
sidewalk and drive the strikers into the bowels 
of the earth 

A few minutes later, the Tar. Squad busted 
two of the sound- truck operators on charges of 
disturbing the peace and illegally making sound. 
Two illegal moves in the same sweep: (1] they 
drove the sound-truck off instead of towing it, 
and (2,i the San Francisco Municipal Court has 
already ruled in a Peace and Freedom case that 
sound-trucks cannot be messed with. So much for 
the law 

That squad of a hundred hard-core agita- 
tors, famed in song and story and Reagan press 
conference, must have been terribly active the 
rest of the morning In social science and 
humanities buildings, classrooms were no more 
than one-third filled; in other buildings, about 
half Hallways were slightly more crowded than 
usual, however, with the casual pretend-we ' re- 
no t- here -but -by- God- know- we -ARE -here presence 
of six-man police units A bearded prophet 
wandered across the campus singing, "Watch out 
for Blue Meanies/The Blue Meames are here” and 
"Don’t go to class/All you’ll learn is how to 
suck Hayakawa's ass.” He got a big hand 

Something went wrong with the "silent 
majority " I saw hardly a hundred blue armbands 
all day , although there must have been fifty 
students (including a squad of Japanese- Amer- 
icans: God, they must have authority problems!] 
passing them out CAE leaflets tried to equate 
armbands with Ha> akawa with "positive goals" 
with classroom attendance with nonviolence, but 
plainly a large hunk of the "silent majority" 
support not only the demands but the strike, and 
the rest stay home Hayakawan"nonviolence" is 
a semantically difficult concept, as most stud- 
ents--even straights--seem to understand Every- 
one should have seen the Tac Squad paddy wagon 
that flew a blue armband from its antenna 

Strike Committee members organized depart- 
mental meetings all morning, taking strike votes, 
worrying about grades, talking in a few cases 
about the need to make the strike organic 
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("relevant"] to the majority of white students 
In the Humanities, unaffiliated strike organiz- 
ers have made proposals for student participa- 
tion in hiring-firing and curriculum decisions 
They don’t plan to tack white demands onto the 
Third World list, but rather they are thinking 
past the present crisis to the possibilities 
for overarching radical reconstruction--a school 
of authentic white studies, as it were- 

They’ve also been circulating a sign- 
up list in support of the strike: so far 7200 
signatures. (The Conservatives and CAE claim, 
alternately, 1300 and 1600]. There are 18,000 
students enrolled at State and several thousand 
of them take only one or two courses at night 
and are never otherwise seen. THE STRIKE IS A 

MAJORITY STRIKE, now more than ever 

* * * *• * 

War is still the extension of politics 
by other means. The war at S.F. State, the 
war that cannot be walled off from the rest of 
the city by the mountain that separates the phys- 
ical school from its community--that war of black- 
brownyellowwhite against blue, of free and des- 
perate men against the structures that plot noisily 
and silently to mediate us into submission, that 
war of inside agitators against outside powers-- 
that war has broken out on new battlefields, 
because the politics of self-determination, which 
are the quintessence of the black and third- 
world demands, admits of no honorable compromise 
The concentration camp is the extension 
of authoritarian society by other means. In- 
evitably, many inmates grow accustomed to their 
helmeted guards The Nazis could well have 
used competitive grades, reminders of a non- 
existent future, to soothe the inmates But in- 
side the camp there is revolt 

Friday, Dec 6, was exactly one year after 
a tiny movement at SF. State occupied the admin- 
istration building in a brief spasm of glory, de- 
manding black admissions and the abolition of 
ROTC . 

Ending a week of cops, confrontation, and 
occasional arrests, Hayakawa took to his new roof- 
top loudspeaker (the man dares not leave his office] 

1 December 12, 1968 keep going 
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to read a proclamation of deceit : an endorsement 
of half-backed concessions, first floated by the 
clubby, baronial academic setting A crumb here, 
a crumb there, and not too many at that, but no 
acknowledgement of the principle of education- 
al self-determination The BSU and the TWLF 
won't accept a black studies department with all 
the faults and distortions of the rest of the 
school 

Hayakawa' s voice of "reason" came Over the 
mike, and the students gathered below yelled, 
"Bullshit 1 " 

Apparently referring to his dependence on 
cops, Hayakawa said, "There has had to be an es- 
calation on this campus " 

In reply, a student yelled: "You're goddam 
right, it's a fuckin' revolution " 

Thousands of students marched around the 
campus while a picket line went around city hall, 
CBS national news covered the march, but 
Walter Cronkite said: "A few hundred students - 
On a campus of i8,000!" The deception/ self- 
decept^on--a few ringleaders manipulate a minor- 
ity--flew m the face of photography Hayakawa 
pinned the blame on outside agitat ors--from 
France even- -and on dope 

The students have kept up the pressure on 
campus, with marches and rallies, while reaching 
out into the community with small meetings and 
neighborhood leafletting 

Classes were still meeting, attendance hard 
to measure Was there occupational therapy at 
Auschwitz 7 Human beings are tough, can learn 
to endure anything Departmental strike meet- 
ings drew uneven crowds, and many students are 
panicking at the thought spending grades 

The usual 100 agitators, though, must be 
very busy; within a few days the inter-depart- 
mentai organizing committee circulated a new 
statement and got 5,600 signatures These stu- 
dents pledge to strike if and when the American 
Federation of Teachers goes out 

The office of Vice President for Business, 
Glenn Smith, ;n the administration building, 
went up in smoke Sunday evening No one will 
say arson, but Jt is certain that patience and 

irony, those two re -clutionai v virtues, are 
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wearing thin Roger Alvarado, of TWLF, was bus- 
ted Sunday on an outstanding inert ing-to-riot 
warrant, and there probably are other warrants 
out Planning meetings are hard to hold, with 
the city full of cops. Leaders change apart- 
ments as often as they change clothes 

If the trustees do not SOON break, some- 
thing will blow; the sky has never looked more 
like a literal limit, especially with a lot of 
support being generated on other state college 
campuses , 

than 

The strike is far more/the traditional 
strike, which summons up images of bargaining 
tables, paneled rooms, deals, however violent 
the preliminary process. This strike is a soc- 
ial movement and it will not end with a whimper: 
the State will make sure of that, lacking, as it 
does, both the will and the resources to con- 
cede the demands- This is the ideal time for 
the faculty to move, for the student strike has 
a solid momentum and a respectable division of 
labor by now, and is m less danger than before 
of lapsing into a launching-pad for faculty 
ascendancy. The success of the student efforts-- 
both the fairly well-defined Black and Thud 
World objectives, and the inchoate but develop- 
ing white politics outside and inside the class- 
room--will not be a matter of days or weeks, but 
months 

And Hayakawa 9 Give him a few days before 
he freaks to pieces I'm still betting on the 
unemployed General LeMay. "You can't trust 
war to the politicians " 

-30- 

REDEPLOYMENT FOR ANNIHILATION 
LIBERATION News Service 
Radical Science Information Center 

NEW YORK (LNSj--By next July, according 
to Business Week ^Oct. 26, 1968 p. 81J 6000 
Civilian workers for the Navy/Air Force will be 
laid off. NASA will let 1600 go Boeing, one 
of the larger aerospace contractors, has almost 
stopped hiring scientists and engineers. How- 
ever, the Atomic Energy Commission (AECJ will 

take on 2500 more men to work on the anti-ballis- 

t ic missile, making warheads to arm them. 
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THE NEW LEE! GUARD 


if THE UMPIRES HAVE BALLS THEY'LL STRiKE 
by Lefty Mi liman 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW tORK (LNSj —For some people the impending 
downfall of capitalist America will be indicated 
by the conapse of the stock maiket,. Not for me. 
i always figured that capital Lsm s armageddon will 
be mounded by the crumbling of professional base- 
ball Along with mother and appie pie profes- 
sional baseban forms the trinity upon which the 
myth thai is capitalist America is Dunt, Pux± 
out one side of the triangle and the rest goes 
tumbling down. 

Weil, folks, baseball is showing early signs 
of the crumbling process. The past two weeks have 
been a capitalist s Hell for the Barons of Big 
League Bali- First the umpires began talking a 
bout a strike ^no pun baby j „ It seems that two 
umpires m the American League were summarily 
dismissed at the end of last season. The League 
said the dismissals were due to incompetent work. 
The umpires said it was because they were trying 
to organize an umpires union. 

Next the prayers association ^the piayers 
have a professional association not quite a la 
box union, began talking strike, Their strike is 
aimed at convincing the team owners to contribute 
more money to the players pension fund. 

Before last year,- talk of this sort was unheard 
of xn professional ball. It was like criticizing 
your grandmother when you were a kid. No matter 
how wrong or evil grandma was, she was stin 
quasi holy and not to be treated like some normal 
person. 

Times have changed Apple pie is be^ng repiac 
ed by marijuana brownies and mother is being re 
placed by Jams Joplin. Se* is replacing baseball. 
Young guys no longer need baseball to prove their 
sexual prowess . How wen a guy swings a wooden 
bat proves nothing to todays' women. A sport must 
be more obvious sexually to succeed. 

A friend of mine- who is better Know n tor his 
research into American imperialism than m his 
knowledge of the sports world told me last week 
that he thought the kind of sport that fit into 
todays America wa s o ne that inc orporated lots of 


bodily contact and a sophisticated use of stra 
tegy. Unknown to him this is exactly what s 
happening football, vfootbaii has an obvious 
emphasis on bodny contact,. It also employs a 
sophisticated use of strategy,; 

The Sunday atternoon games and the midweek 
practice sessions are not nearly ail there is to 
football, Many hours a week are devoted to what 
the football people call "ciassroom time,' 1 A 
’’game plan'' is worked out in much the same way 
the pentagon planners devise strategy for the 
American troops in Vietnam, Most football teams 
pian a bit better than the men m Washington. 

Baseball doesn't have these ingredients,. 

Without them inherent in the game, baseball is 
now trying to create them artificially. Last 
week the ''young tuiks'* of baseball management 
staged a coup ahd fired the Commissioner of Base 
ball retired General Wniiam Eckerto His ouster 
signified the taking of power m baseball from the 
old line reactionaries xike Waiter 0 Maiiey. 
the fascist who took the Dodgers out of Brooklyn c 
Power is now being transferred to the n turks c " 
The group calling tor the modernization is led by 
Michael Burke president of the New York Yankees 0 
Burke is also a vice president of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System the company that owns the 
Yankees* Being part of the Columbia network 
^CBS radio and t.v, Columbia Records- etc.j Burke 
has been tutored m the need to keep a super -modern 
image for a media corporation ^ sports are media 
too;, Tt But the man can t bust our music '' the 
Columbia Records advertisement says., picturing 
the hip brothers xn jan 0 

Burke will probably be the next Commissioner 
of Baseball „ This S4-year oid teeny-bopper- with 
hes Edwardian suns and long hair, will begin the 
process of modernising baseball s image. “We 
have been wearing concrete shoes and we have to 
convince the public that we have taken offthose 
concrete shoes and are walking m pace with the 
times." That s just what will happen — though 
the form the changes will take are not clear yet* 
Like all liberals Burke and his baseball turks 
have as then basic concern the making of the 
greatest amount of profit. The needed changes for 

v 0 xura ori (baseball is on 
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the upsurge in revolutionary Cuba, x am told;. 

These liberals will be content to change just che 
image. 

Burke took the stodgy oid Yankees the most 
conservative team in baseball, painted the stadium, 
installed different colored seacs and launched a 
modern advertising campaign, functionally the 
Yankees haven't changed much. They still have a 
bad team. The difference is mat it is younger. 

The "turks" will change baseball’s image. 

Our revolution will change baseball. 

- 30 - 
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THE GRUBBAG 
by Ita Jones 
LIBERATION News Service 
There are no inherent luxuries, no inherent 
staples. That which is hard to get or scarce be- 
comes a luxury; and once the rich possess it 
they decide that to remain a luxury -, it must be 
kept scarce. 

One of the more enticing luxuries m winter, 
because it's expensive* because it‘s kept scarce, 
because the rich want to keep serving it at 
pahtees and don't want it relegated to the status 
of the hot dog, is the mushroom. For some of us 
the idea of fresh mushroom soup may have tip-toed 
cross our minds, but we've suppressed it, and 
once again walked past the bin sighing, '‘Christ — 
79* a pound, what do they want -- blood?" --(and 
flesh too). And so for quite a while I'd sidle 
past the mushrooms and now and then spiurge on a 
can of tin-tasting fungi. 

One day it happened that I developed a tre- 
mendous craving for fresh mushrooms and de tided to 
stop, open a green paper bag and begxn to p^ace 
huge, white, firm mushrooms into it. Never having 
thought about the fact that fresh mushrooms are 
practically weightless, I found myself enormously 
surprised to be paying 40* for I guess 1/2 Lb., 
which amounted to really quite a few. 

Now ; , if you think of mushrooms as a sort cf 
trimming to be tossed m with meat, noodles ox 
spaghetti sauce ~~ then 40* is hxgh„ but the 
important thing is to somehow snap cut of the 


collective suburban mind. 

Aside from whatever we may think of Russia's 
collision with the imperialists, its fresh mush- 
room soup is really good. 

To make enough for 4-6. 

1. Saute (very lightly brown) 2 chopped medium 
onions in margenne, butter 9 or whatever 
you use. 

2. Add 1/2 lb. freii mushrooms (washed and 
sliced) and some more of your frying 
medium and saute 10 minutes (over a very 
low fire, that is). 

3. Now add 5 tblsp. barley , salt and pepper 
to taste (and keep tasting now and then 
to check this) , 3 fist-size diced raw 
potatoes, and 3 i/2 cups water (more or 
less * and you can judge this as the soup 
progresses). Cover and simmer 45 minutes „ 
Check for salt and pepper. 

Everything up to this point can be done the 
night before ; in which case you do the 4th step 
just before you plan to eat the soup. If you 0 re 
doing this now and the 45 minutes have fragrantly 
passed, then add 3 1/2 cups milk (which your 
body has probably been needing) and very, very 
slowly heat the soup, often stirring , to the 
brink of boiling, and then you serve it. 

-30- 
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COWBOY RUSTLED OFF TO CUBA 

HAVANA (LNSJ -- Famed rustler Tex Ritter was 
on board a plane heading from St. Louis to 
Miami on December 11. But an hombre on the 
aircraft had other ideas. 

And Tex ended up in Cuba, instead of that 
fun-filled land of cowboystars. 

Venceremos ! 

- 30 - 
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this is the end. 








TOP; San Francisco State, the updated version of a garrison 
university. The cops daily guard the buildings, preventing 
demonstrators entrance, on Hayakawa’s orders to keep the 
university open and running, 

BOTTOM; Cops use tneir new long thin night sticks in ingenious 
ways (notice neck hold on right) 

Though such bloody confrontations have occurred almost 
daily, militants have used mobile nit and run tactics to avoid 
mass martyrdom,, giving themselves time and means to build a mass 
base on the campus . 

CREDIT BOTH PfiGTOS TO; Peoples 4 International News Service/LNS* 
+ + podd Gatlin's San Francisco State story on Page 14* ******** 
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TOr Sari Fraru^co State. 

eops gang ap on two separated demonstrators. The brutality has , 
as usual, ;:aa. aixzed man y students into seeing the nature of power 
in the U,o«' whether it Drataix^ee through alienated education 
designed as indus :rial and y channeling, or brutalizes at the 

end ci a n. 6 ht ot *: k, 

CREDIT TO FcCp.ei- international Nc^ ocrVxve/LNS. 

time „ . . Deiagates and observers 
o end ;hc war m Vietnam cheer 
1 he txames throughout the audience 
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,-wC.I.D. - Action Committee for 
Immediate Defense 
For Information: 

Check out Leaflets, Motherfuckers, 
Common Ground Coffee-house, Free 
Fillmore (Wed.), and all other Lib- 
erated Spaces on the Lower East Side. 

A.C.I.D. needs YOU for the protection 
of your own Community... 








This is the first street newspaper/wallpaper of the Lower East Side Community Patrol 
called ACID. The patrol grew directl> of the liberation and community use of the Fillmore 
East Theatre. The patrol covers the St. Marx Street area every night to counter police 
harrassment of the hip community. Activites of the patrol also include: bailfund, legal 

aid, and self-defense classes 

Drawn b> Spain - Up Against the Wall/Motherfucker, Lower East Side, NY 
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Phonos o 
See ;to: 


f the Common Ground Coffee Shop, by Dogsbody/LNS, 

i F '“*- 


I.IBKRAIION NEWS SERVICE (125) Dec. 12, 


♦ . > 


1968 


PAGE p- 4 


more 





More photos at the Common Ground. Dogsbody/LNS 

Left - m the back room 

Rxght - some of the folk who work there - Top line of sign in picture 
was added by one of street kids who objected to the kied erf 
poriiy the rest of the sign subscribes to. 
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